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ORGANIZATION OF SPECIAL TRAINING OF PROBATION
PERSONNEL FOR WORK WITH JUVENILES
AS AN IMPLEMENTATION ELEMENT
OF JUVENILE JUSTICE IN UKRAINE

The article considers the need to develop a state policy in the field of the rights
protection of children who are in conflict with law in terms of providing children
with special care and assistance by the state, given international obligations,
constitutional requirements and the level of juvenile delinquency. The importance of
Juvenile justice implementation is substantiated as an effective social mechanism
that allows to restore the physical, psychological and social status of juveniles who
are in conflict with law.

We highlighted ans revealed the aspects of the juvenile justice implementation
in the domestic legislation, the tasks facing future probation officers who will work
with juveniles, defined by the requirements of international standards, domestic
legislation and age characteristics of such category of probation clients. In order to
achieve the probation goals, it is established that the staff must have not only legal
knowledge, but also be able to professionally carry out social and educational work,
implement effective social and educational technologies for juveniles, use new
methods and programs to successfully correct social behavior of juveniles. new tools
and techniques to determine the risks of crime.

In probation bodies, namely juvenile probation centers, should work personnel
with appropriate knowledge and skills in relation to juveniles who have committed
offenses, considering their age, socio-psychological, psychophysical and other features
of their development. The main direction in the specialists’ training to work with
Juvenile offenders is the acquisition of competencies in social and educational work. It
is been proved that the juvenile justice implementationas an element of state policy in
the field of the rights protection of children who are in conflict with the law requires
special training for social and educational work for future probation officers.

Key words: probation officers, professional training, juvenile justice, juveniles,
social and educational work.
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Formulation of the problem. The reforms of European
integration required a change in the course of state policy in the field
of execution of criminal punishments in the direction of
humanization of criminal law, especially for juveniles, improvement
of the mechanism of their rights protection, compliance with
international standards in the execution of punishments for this
category of offenders. The creation of a specialized system to protect
the child’s rights has become a vital measure.

Analysis of the juvenile delinquency in Ukraine, as well as
legislation that determines their legal status and courts’ powers, law
enforcement bodies and the penitentiary system, opportunities for
rehabilitation of juvenile offenders, gives grounds for an unequivocal
conclusion about the need to create juvenile justice in Ukraine by
reforming existing and introducing new institutions, also as
involvement of non-governmental organizations.

However, the main guarantee of successful implementation of
any reforms is the training of qualified personnel who will
effectively perform new tasks and functions.

Analysis of the latest research and publications. Issues of
protection of the rights and interests of juveniles who are in conflict
with the law were studied by such domestic and foreign scholars as
B. Ismailov, N. Krestovska, E. Melnykova, O. Protsyuk,
V. Ternavska, L. Khasina, O.Yamkova and others. O. Galay,
V. Dryzhak, O. Duka, V. Syniov, S. Chebonenko, I. Yakovets,
O. Yanchuk thoroughly revealed the current state of study of various
aspects of personnel training for penitentiary system and probation
bodies. Socio-pedagogical ideas have become the subject of research
of such famous scientists as L. Zavatska, A. Kapska,
M. Lukashevych, N. Maksymova, I. Myhovych, V. Yahupov.

Purpose setting. Having considered the aspects of the
implementation of juvenile justice in the domestic legislation,
scientific approaches to training personnel for the State Penitentiary
Service of Ukraine and the peculiarities of training specialists to
work with juveniles who are in conflict with the law, need to justify
the need to train specialists to work with juveniles in probation.

The main material. The issue of elements implementation of
juvenile justice in Ukraine in recent years has become especially
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relevant as a means of ensuring fundamental rights and introducing a
more progressive system of social rehabilitation of children who
have come into conflict with the law. Analysis of foreign experience
shows that the social rehabilitation of children who are in conflict
with the law is an effective social mechanism that allows to restore
the physical, psychological and social status of a child and to avoid
tragic consequences.

Currently there is a tendency to reduce the number of juvenile
convicts in prisons through the use of punishment and other methods
of criminal law influence not related to isolation from society.
However, the decrease in the number of juveniles in educational
institutions of a closed type is not an indicator of a decrease in
juvenile delinquency, as the quantitative indicators of juvenile
delinquency are constant. According to the official data of the
General Prosecutor's Office of Ukraine during 10 months in 2018,
3566 criminal proceedings involving juveniles were sent to court;
during 10 months of 2019 — 3236 criminal proceedings were sent to
court. The state and society place their hopes on the correction and
social rehabilitation of juvenile offenders on probation bodies and
juvenile probation centers [1].

The opening of juvenile probation centers can be considered as a
significant step towards the establishment of juvenile justice. Today,
there are 14 juvenile probation centers within the structure of the
Probation Center of the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine, where
according to the law, probation measures are applied to persons aged
14 to 18, considering the age and psychological characteristics of
juveniles. According to official data, as of March 1, 2019, 1,004
juveniles were registered with the authorized bodies for probation:
970 — released from serving a probation sentence; 34 — convicted to
public works (including administrative penalties) [2].

In order to properly fulfill Ukraine's international obligations in
providing children with special care and assistance from the state,
implementation of the Constitution of Ukraine, as well as from the
point of the level of juvenile delinquency, there is a need to develop
state policy to protect children's rights who are in conflict with the
law. There is a need to implement juvenile justice in Ukraine, as a
way of organizing the legal system, which creates a system of
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bodies, institutions and organizations that administer justice in cases
of offenses committed by juveniles.

Looking back in the history of the implementation of elements of
juvenile justice in Ukraine, considering the fact that more than 100
years of experience in the emergence and development of juvenile
justice in Europe and America, in 2011 Ukraine adopted the
"Concept for the Development of Juvenile Justice" (hereinafter - the
Concept) and approved an Action Plan for its implementation. This
Concept is based on restorative, rehabilitation, and protective justice,
which should promote the social adaptation and integration of
juvenile offenders, and in the Action Plan for the implementation of
the Concept, the first module is a personnel module (training of
specialists in juvenile justice).Such specialists include juvenile
judges; juvenile prosecutors; juvenile lawyers; juvenile police
officers, investigators, social workers; probation officers for work
with juveniles; employees of the penitentiary system for work with
juveniles in closed educational institutions; coordinators and leaders
of restorative justice programs; psychologists, psychiatrists, medical
professionals who will work directly with juvenile offenders;
educators, teachers who are in schools (colleges) of social
rehabilitation. The Strategy for the Reform of the Judiciary and
Related Legal Institutions for 2015-2020 (hereinafter - the Strategy)
in sub-paragraph 5.11 indicates the need to “retrain and train
penitentiary personnel to create a full-fledged modern probation
service; providing technical base for the functioning of the probation
service” [4].

In fact, the first real step towards the establishment of juvenile
justice in Ukraine was the adoption in 2012 of the Criminal
Procedure Code of Ukraine, which contained a separate chapter No38
"Criminal proceedings against juveniles", which regulates criminal
proceedings against juveniles, considering their age, intellectual,
psychological and other features, lack of life experience, a certain
limitation of general civil capacity and liability, etc. In addition, this
chapter provides additional guarantees of the truth, protection of the
rights and legitimate interests of juveniles, the preventive effect of
justice.
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In order to implement an inter-institutional platform for
systematic discussion and resolution of juvenile justice issues,
making agreed decisions that meet the interests of a child, the
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine establishes a temporary advisory
body in 2017- the Interdepartmental Coordination Council for
Juvenile Justice [5].

In 2018, the concept of the Law "On Justice for Children" was
approved and later presented its draft, which, according to the
authors, should create conditions for the organization and effective
functioning of the justice system for children and become a legal
basis for crime prevention in the environment, justice for children
who are in conflict with the law, considering the age peculiarities of
their development, social rehabilitation of children who are in
conflict with the law and bring domestic juvenile justice as close as
possible to international standards.

In order to introduce effective mechanisms in the justice system
for juveniles, aimed at strengthening the responsibility of the state
and society for their development, increasing the level of social and
legal protection, reducing crime, as well as correction and social
rehabilitation of juveniles who are in conflict with the law, by the
Order of Cabinet of Ministers approved the National Strategy for
Reforming the Justice System for Children by 2023 dated December
18, 2018 Ne 1027-p[7], and on November 27, 2019 approved the
Action Plan for the implementation of the National Strategy, which
states:

— improvement of the system of training, advanced training of
specialists involved in the implementation of prevention and
correction programs, monitoring of their effectiveness, assessment of
the risks of committing offenses by children;

—ensuring the judges' specialization of dealing with
administrative offenses involving juvenile sand other professionals
of the justice system for children (prosecutors, lawyers, social
workers, teachers, psychologists, police officers, probation
authorities, etc.) considering the requirements of international
standards in the training relevant specialists;

— increasing the professional potential of employees of the social
and psychological service of penitentiary institutions, probation
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bodies to ensure the resocialization of juvenile convicts by
developing and implementing appropriate training programs [8§].

An important aspect in the process of reforming justice for
children, namely in the implementation of juvenile justice, as we can
see, is the training of personnel to work with juveniles who are in
conflict with the law.

Conclusions. The professional activity of future juvenile
probation officers aims to ensure the implementation of state policy
in the field of juvenile justice through the implementation of its tasks
and functions, as well as contributes to public safety by correcting
juvenile convicts. However, considering the age and psychological
characteristics of juveniles who are in conflict with the law,
probation bodies (juvenile probation centers) should have personnel
with appropriate knowledge and skills to work with this category of
offenders. Considering juveniles" age, socio-psychological,
psychophysical and other features of their development belong to the
vulnerable category of citizens, and therefore require a special
approach in criminal proceedings, sentencing and execution, as well
as in conducting social and educational activities with them.

Accordingly, probation officers should establish an effective
system for the rehabilitation of juvenile offenders in order to
rehabilitate and re-socialize them. The main direction in the training
of specialists to work with juvenile offenders is the acquisition of
competencies in social and educational work. Today, the ideas of
social and educational work and social rehabilitation reflect the
purpose of punishing juvenile offenders.

Thus, the implementation of juvenile justice as an element of
state policy in the field of protection of the rights of children in
conflict with the law requires special training for social and
educational work for future probation officers.
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Mnoptiok O. M., HImeasosa P. 1.,

OPI'AHI3ALIS CHE]_IIAJH)HOi NIArOTOBKHU
MNMEPCOHAJIY MPOBAIII JIJISA POBOTH
3 HEITOBHOJIITHIMMU SIK EJIEMEHT BITPOBAJKEHHSA
IOBEHAJIBHOI FOCTHUIIII B YKPAIHI
Y cmammi apeymenmosano neobXioHicmb po3poOneHHs 0epPAHCABHOT NOTIMUKY Y
cghepi 3axucmy npas dimeil, AKI NOMPANUIU 8 KOHGIIKM 13 3aKOHOM Y Yacmuni 3a0e3-
newenHs Oimsam 0CoOIUB020 NIKIYBAHHS MA OONOMO2U 3 OOKY 0epacasu, 3 02110y Ha
MIHCHAPOOHI 30008 s13aHHA, umozu Koncmumyyii ma pieenb Oumsuoi 3104UHHOCH.
O61pynmosano 6axncIuBicms 6NPOBAOICEHHS 108EHANLHOL IOCMuUYil AK eghekmusHo2o
COYIANbHO20 MEXAHI3MY, WO 0a€ 3M02Y IOHOBUMU QI3UYHULL, NCUXOIOSTUHUL MA COYi-
ANbHULL CIAMYC HeNOBHONIMHIX, SIKI NOMPANUIU 8 KOHGIKM 13 3aKOHOM.
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Buceimneno acnexmu 6npoeaoiicents 108eHaANbHOI IoCmuyii y GIMyu3HAHOMY
3AKOHOO0ABUOMY NPOCMOPI, POKPUMO 3A60AHHS, WO CMOSANb neped Maubymuimu
oiyepamu opearny npobayii, AKi NPAYHOEAMUMYMb 3 HENOGHOAIMHIMU, WO GUIHAYE-
HI UMO2AMU MIJCHAPOOHUX CIMAHOAPMIB, GIMUUHAHO20 3AKOHOOABCNEA MA BIKO-
sumu ocobausocmamu yiei kamezopii Kiienmie npobayii. Bemanoeneno, wo 01s
odocseHenns yinei npobayii nepconan nosuHen 60100imu He auuie IPYHMOSHUMU
FOPUOUYHUMU 3HAHHAMU, A eMimu npogecitino 30IiCHIO8amuU came COYIAIbHO-
8UXOBHY pobOMY, 8NPOBAICYBAMU eheKMUBHI COYIaNbHO-8UXOBHT MEXHON02I] U000
HENOBHONIMHIX, BUKOPUCIOBYBATU HOBI MEMOOUKU MA NPOSPAMU 3 MEMOK YCnili-
HoI Kopekyii coylanbHoi NOBeOIHKU HENOBHOMIMHLO2O 3JI0YUHYS, 3ACMOCO8YEAMU
HOGI IHCmMpYMeHmu ma MemoOuKu 3 MEmo 6U3HAUEHHs. PUSUKIE CKOEHHS 310YUHIG.

Y ecmammi 3azuaueno, wo 6 opeanax npobayii, a came 8 YyeHmMpax E8EeHATbHOL
npobayii noguHeH NPayreamu NEPCOHA, KUl 80100I€ 8IONOBIOHUMU 3HAHHAMU MA
HABUKAMU POOOMU U000 HENOBHOMMHIX, AKI GUUHUIU NPABONOPYULEHHS, 3 YPAXY-
BAHHAM GIKOBUX, COYIANbHO-NCUXONOSIUHUX, NCUXOQDIZUYHUX MA THWUX 0COOIUBOC-
meil ix pozgumxy. OCHOGHUM HANPAMKOM Y Ni020mosyi ¢ghaxisyie 0ns pobomu 3 He-
NOGHONIMHIMU NOPYWHUKAMU 3AKOHY € HAOYMMs KOMNEMEHMHOCmell 3 COYianbHO-
BUXOBHOL pobomu. Y cmammi 6CMaHOBIEHO, WO BNPOBADICEHHS HO8EHAILHOL IOCTHU-
yii' K enemenmy 0epacagHoi norimuku y cghepi 3axucmy npas dimell, SKi nompanu-
JIU 8 KOHAIKM 13 3AKOHOM, 8UMA2A€E 3A0e3NeUeH s CReyialbHOT Ni020MOBKU 00 CO-
YIATbHO-8UX0BHOT pobomu 01 MAuOymHix opiyepie opeany npoobayii.

Knruosi cnosa: ogiyepu opeany npobayii, npogeciiina niocomoska, reena-
JIbHA FOCMUYIsl, HENOBHONIMHI, COYIATbHO-8UX0BHA poboma.
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